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Norse Mersey: an elegant ro-ro ferry for Irish Sea charter
An 11,000dwt lalian designed and built ship from the Visentini yard offers simple attractions for both shorthaul

or longer voyages

AT the same tifse &8 some mefTicient ship-
yards are poing through periods of contrac
tion, odher smaller yards, :apil;inli-.ing i
special market niches, are expanding their
facalities while sill maintaining remarkable
levels of predactivity, The lealian Visendini
shipyird al Donada near Yemioe 15 just such
an exampbe. Ns most recend delivery, the
Norse Merzev, is actually the first ro-ro
vessel 1o be deliversd for operaton outside
of the Mediterranean. This will be followed
next year by a similar vessel which has
been pufchased by DFDS. The family-
owped Visenting shipyvard entered the ro-ro
arena with the contruction of double-ended
ferries for the Serais of Messina. Staring
mn 1979 with the Brides, Caronte has taken
delivery of a 1otal of eight sisters from
Visentini, clearly a reflection of customer
satisfactiom, These 92.0m lopg by 17 0m
heam sisters can acoommodate 120 cars of
2500 lane metres of tnucks,

subsagquently. Visenting built s fisst
pure ro-ro ship am 1981, the Alde, which
was apecifically designed to cater for che
meed oo transpon coonomiilly trodlers of
comtainers. The majos premise was that the
wesscls should be as simple as possible,
hemee  the simgle-screw, simgle-engine
choice. Likewise, a fixed intemal ramp wax
incofporated which began its ascent af the
stern threshold. This class of mo-ro ship was
very pogular, Gnding employment all over
the Meditermancan for chamerers such as
Gremaldi, Tarros, CHAN, Tirmenia and Sud
CAgO.

The new Mourse Mersey and her sister, the
Linda, are a development of the successful
Ui (] hhip Toscana built for Tirenia, As
Yisentini has gradually expanded its beph
size and capacity, so the size of ships con-
striscted has gradually inereased 1o the
extent thal vessels FI|'|,"~.-|,'I'|I|]| updler ©on-
strction have an overall length of 186,0m
and a 25.6m beam. These will be side
laurched and then completed in Visentini®s
newly extended building deck which s

Norse Mersey has two stern accesses: this 12m wige Mac-
Gregor doorramp and & 7.5m wide starboard doorramp in the
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Norse Irish Fernies’ now

ltalian-bult ro-ro shne Norse Mersey berthod in Liverpood. A

fire Fwall farm weith & single propeller gives atiractive fuel consumplian FIETurs.
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spanned by a 300 fonne capscily gantry
CTame.

Morre Meriey has been designed by
NADS, a Trieste-based consullancy com-
pany. She and her sister are designed very
flexitly to safisfy the demands of the mo=ro

armd-tinged.

chamer markel, For example, the 730TEU
capachy and | 1 S i well suited 1o e
longer inter-Med or Med-West Adrica liner
trackes operated by the likes of Grimaldi or
Slessina while the 20080-lane metre trailer
capaciy s also very acceplable for shoeo
distance and even coastal ro=ro services
especially as there s provision for 62 dn.
wers in four- and Two=berth cabins

Charter atiractions for Morse Irish
Ferries

It was on the basis of the lamer facaliny
that Norse Insh Fermes entered into & long-
berm charer agreemenmt for the veswals w
operate between Liverpool and Belfasi.
This service was started in Movember 1992
as a peint wepture between the Norwcgian
Roed group and a consomtium of Insh
hauliers who were discontented with exisl
ing ro-ro services on the Irish Sea. The
overnight operation has used a par of very

Looking forward inside the mein vehicle dack and shawing the
fiwod ramp leading fo the lower hald, The watertight cover is
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